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2"4 Sunday of Advent
December 07, 2025
Chua Nhat 2 Mua Vong — Nam A

WELCOME BISHOP JOSEPH WILLIAMS
For the CONFIRMATION

Q&W > Prayer for the
= ISEVEN GIFTS
| of the

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! / 0 \ HOLY s PI R IT
"Héy dn ndn thong hoi, vi mde troi gan dén”. SN
Mt 3. 1-12

Feastdays of the week:
-Monday Dec. 8™: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Mass is at: 8:304AM (English),  7:00PM (Vietnamese)
-Tuesday Dec. 9'": St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
-Friday Dec. 12'": Our Lady of Guadalupe

YOUTH ADVENT RETREAT
On Saturday, December 13" from 12 NOON to 5PM in the Merciful Hall, our parish will host an Advent
retreat for youths, third grade and up,; lunch will be provided. All Confirmation students (TS1 & TS2) are
required to attend.

Nhitng ngay L& trong tuén:
-Thtr Hai, ngay: 8-12, 2025: L& Ptic Me V6 Nhiém Nguyén Toi
Gio 1é: Sang: 8:30AM (Tiéng Anh) Chiéu: 7:00PM (Tiéng Viét)
-Thur Ba, ngay: 9-12, 2025: Thanh Juan Diego
-Thir Sau, ngay 12-12, 2025: L& Pirc Me Guadalupe

Tinh TAm Mua Vong cho nguoi Viét
Tinh tdm nim nay do cha Stephen Tran Quang Huy, O.Carm. huéng dan.
Tbi thir 6 va thir 7, ngay 12-13/12/2025.
Thir 6 Thi 7

5:30PM: Chau Thanh Thé | 6:00PM: Chau Thanh Thé

6:00PM: Thdnh Lé 6:45PM: Chia sé.
6:45PM: Chia se. 7:30PM—9.00PM: Xung t4i.
7:30PM—9.00PM: Xung 14i.
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Second Sunday of Advent — Chiaa Nhat IT Mua Vong

Y L& Xin Trong Tuan

| Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK ¥

SUNDAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Phdn Vu Trong Cac Thanh Lé Chuia Nhit

Saturday, December 6™ — Vigil Mass (English)
5:00PM: Donald Wall (Req. by.: Wall Family)
:Thank God for the children receiving the sacrament of
Confirmation. (Regq. by: Parents)

December 07, 2025 — 2" Sunday of Advent
Chtia Nhit Tuin II Mua Vong - Nim A
7:30AM: (Tiéng Viét)
+ LH Micae, Ene va cac dang LH (Yén xin)
* LH Maria LAm Ngoc Ly (Nga Lé xin)
* LH Dao Hoang Hoa (Nga Lé xin)
+ LH Anna (Thang & Thudn xin)
= Ta on Ba Péang (GP Chiic Pdo xin)
T -LH Martino Duy Vii (Chdu + Kiét xin)
+-LH Toma Tran B4 Ngoc (Gia dinh xin)

9:00AM: (English)

T -Kathryn Egan Pommer (Req. by: Pommer Family)
T -Frances M. Pommer (Req. by: Pommer Family)

t -LH Agnes Tuyét Anh Pang (GP. Déng Tran xin)
= -Ta on Chua va Dtc Me (Thi Tran xin)

10:30AM: (Tiéng Viét)

= Xin on Chua TT cho cac em Thém Stc (Ba Thuoc Ng. xin)
T LH Maria Nguyén Kim Lién (Mt gia dinh xin)

T LH Phaolo Chau Ngoc Sang (Ban bé J&J xin)

* LH Teresa va Gioan (Khuwong - Tién xin)

+ LH Teresa (GP Hoang & Tot xin)

+ LH Teresa Tran T. Minh Chau (Trdm & Pirc xin)
T -LH Raphael Hung M. D6 (Gia Dinh xin)

t -LH Phero Thanh V. Nguyén (Ngan Nguyén xin)
t -LH Anphongso Nguyén Hiru Bai (Gia dinh xin)
T -LH Phero Nguyén Van Thanh (GD Stephany xin)
t -LH Giuse Vii Xuan Minh (Ciic Nguyén xin)

T -Cac ding Linh Hon (Ciic Nguyén xin)

Mon., Dec. 8" — Thir Hai — The Immaculate Conception
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30AM: Nancyanne Caruso (Req. by:Tom Bove)
7:00PM: Ta On Chuaa va Btitc Me (GP Qudn Muoi xin)

Tuesday, December 9" — Thit Ba — Thanh Juan Diego
8:30AM: Bob Kennedy (Req. by: Family)
6:00PM: LH Gioan B. Ng. Q. Son (GP Bang Hoang xin)

Wed., Dec. 10" — Thir Tw — Our Lady of Loreto
8:30AM: Kathryn and Frances Pommer (Req. by Pommer
family)
6:00PM: LH Maria La Thi Phan (Ng. Kim Phuong xin)

December 7%, 2025 — 2"! Sunday of Advent
Chtia Nhat Tuan IT Maia Vong - Nim A

*Saturday, Dec. 6™, 2025 - 5:00PM -Vigil (English)

-Lectors: Han Nguyén

-E. M.’s: Thomas Bove & Nhan Ton

-Altar Servers: Isabel, Ben & Mikayla Truong & Vu

Huu Nguyen

- Music: Shauna D.

*Chiia Nhat, 12/7, 2025 -7:30AM (Tiéng Viét)

-Bai Dgoc va LNGD: Linh Chu

-TTVTT: Bang Hoang, Steven D. Ng., Huy Vu &

Duyen Ng.

-Giiip Lé: Jason Le & Kiet Vu

-Thanh Nhac: CD Thanh Tam

*Sunday, December 7%, 2025 — 9:00AM (English)

-Lectors: Bruce Caridi

-E. M.’s: Thomas Bove, Thi Tran & Thi¢n Lé

-Altar Servers: Hannah & Emma Nguyen, Lukas

Nguyen, & Lincoln Pham

- Music: St. Vincent Choir

*Chiia Nhat, 12/7, 2025 —10:30AM (Tiéng Viét)

-Bai Doc va LNGD: Confirmandee

-TTVTT: Huy Tran, Hieu(Thao) Vo, Ngan Ng. &

Huong Do

-Giip Lé: Hannah Nguyen, Livia Vu, Kiet Vu, Kevin

Pham, Olivia Dang, and John Vu.

-Thanh Nhac: CD Trinh Vuong & Angel Choir
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December 14, 2025 — 37 Sunday of Advent

Chtia Nhét Tuén III Mua Vong - Nim A
*Saturday, Dec. 13™, 2025 - 5:00PM -Vigil (English)
-Lectors: Thomas Bove
-E. M.’s: Nhan Ton & Eileen M. Farley
-Altar Servers: Isabel, Ben & Mikayla Truong, Skylar
Nguyen & Jason Le
- Music: Shauna D.
*Chiia Nhat, 12/14, 2025 -7:30AM (Tiéng Viét)
-Bai Poc va LNGD: Huyén Dinh
-TTVTT: Bang Ng., Thanh Le, Triic Ng., & Thuan Ng.
-Giiip Lé: Thinh Nguyen, Van Nguyen & Kiet Vu
-Thanh Nhac: CD Thanh Tam
*Sunday, December 14", 2025 — 9:00AM (English)

Thurs., Dec. 11" — Thir Nim — St. John Damascene
8:30AM: for all parishioners of MPBP
6:00PM: Ta On Chta (1 Gia dinh xin)

Fri., Dec., 12" — Thir Sdu — Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:30AM: Thanks God, Mother Mary and St. Joseph
(Req. by: Huyén Pinh)
6:00PM: -LH Giuse Vii Xuan Minh (Ba Pic xin)

Saturday, December 13" — Thi Bay — St. Lucy
8:30AM: Ta on Thanh Martino va cha Truong Buru Diép
(Trdm Nguyén xin)

-Lectors: CCD Students & Nhu Nguyén

-E. M.’s: Thomas Bove, Thi Tran & Thién Lé

-Altar Servers: Bao Long Ngo, Vu Huu Nguyen, Kadin
Nguyen & Vincent Le

- Music: Angel Choir

*Chiia Nhat, 12/14, 2025 — 10:30AM (Tiéng Viét)
-Bai Poc va LNGD: Suong Nguyén

-TTVTT: Truc Ng., Hung Ng., Thuy Pham & Tuan Vu
-Gitip Lé: Hannah Nguyen & Alysa Do

-Thanh Nhac: CD Trinh Vuong




GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of
Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand!" It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had
spoken when he said: A voice of one crying out in the
desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths. John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had
a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and
wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the
whole region around the Jordan were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as
they acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. And
do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham
as our father.' For I tell you, God can raise up children
to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at
the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but
the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. [ am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his
hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."

The Gospel of the Lord.

Bishop Williams — Confirmation Homily

“Whoever believes in me, rivers of living water
will flow from within him.”

My dear young friends, these are the words of our
Lord in today's Gospel according to John. Jesus speaks
of living water welling up from within us. Maybe I
could begin this evening by asking the Confirmandi
How many of you have that living water welling up
within you?” Maybe I'll simplify the question a bit:
How many of these Confirmandi have been baptized?
Raise your hands. (And you better all raised hands, or
were in big trouble, or your pastor's in big trouble!

Of course, all of you are baptized. You have to be
baptized to be confirmed. Jesus tells us, in that very
gospel, what the living water 1:, it's the Holy Spirit that
we receive in baptism, and that wells up within us.
How do I know that that living water is really flowing
within these young people, whom we call
confirmandi? How could I know that if I've never met
you, because you're here and you didn't have to be
here. Nobody is forced to be confirmed. It's a choice.

It means you said yes to God, maybe through your
parents or your priest. You said yes to someone, and
that's a yes to Jesus and to more of His Holy Spirit
flowing within you. I want to begin by thanking you
for that. Yes, that's no small gift to have young people
these days make a choice for God and make a
commitment with that choice.

How else does the living water flow within you? It
flows not just toward sacrament of Confirmation once
in your lifetime, but can’t we say it flows every week
toward the sacrament of sacraments, the Eucharist? To
these young people, I want to say there will never be a
Sunday in your life when the Spirit of God within you
will tell you not to go to church. The Spirit of God will
never tell you not to receive the bread of life on the
Lord's Day. We need to hear that, but it's maybe hard
to hear because a lot of us might not find ourselves in
the Lord's house on the Lord's day. Maybe that's not
the custom in our family, with our parents or
grandparents. That can happen.

But the Spirit has ways of speaking in us and
speaking up for itself. We can see this in some of the
beautiful saints in our church. I got to meet one of them
just about three weeks ago in Assisi, Italy. You heard
of Assisi, who's the great saint from Assisi? Yes. St.
Francis is one of the great saints in Assisi. That was a
trick question. Sorry about that. That's not the saint I'm
thinking of. There's another young Saint who is a great
Saint, and it's meaning worldwide popularity, and he
died at only 15 years old. Do you know what I'm
talking about? Carlo Aacutis. An amazing young man.
You know he didn't have a practicing Catholic family.
His mom admitted she had only been to church like
three times in her family’s life. Getting married with
one of those baptizing little Carlo was another.

But they had a nanny who was Polish, spoke to
Carlo about Jesus and about the miracle of the Holy
Eucharist that we celebrate on Sundays, that it's really
Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament, Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity. You know that fascinated him. He
was a computer genius. He was writing web pages at
11 and 12 years old and cataloging all of the
Eucharistic miracles because he wanted his family and
his friends to believe how awesome this is, and not just
to believe it, but to live as He did, because little Carlo
had a hunger for the Bread of Life. He had a hunger for
the Blessed Sacrament, so much so that he asked to be
received his first Holy Communion early. In Italy, the
custom is to receive Holy Communion at 10 years old.
And little Carlo, without a practicing family, said, I'm
hungry now. I want to receive my first Holy
Communion now. And he was so mature in his faith
that his priest and his bishop gave him permission.



What did he do with that permission? He received his
first holy communion, and then what?

He went to church every day, not just on Sunday,
every day he hungered for Jesus, because he said, the
more I receive the Blessed Sacrament, the more I
become like Jesus, and he becomes my Highway to
Heaven. Isn't that beautiful? In Assisi, we got to go into
one of these little chapels. He's from Milan, but his
family vacation in Assisi. It was a little chapel at the
diocesan pastoral center where his mom would go with
him to daily Mass on summer vacation. Wow. And we
got to meet the receptionist who's still there, who knew
him and his mother, and she told us, I once asked his
mother, how in the world do you get your son to go to
church every day? What did the mom say? “I don't
bring him to church. He brings me to church.” That's a
miracle. That's the living water within Carlo, leading
not just himself, but his whole family and even many
of his friends back to God. And that's what happened.
He was diagnosed with acute leukemia. Within one
week of the diagnosis, he died, but he took that
highway to heaven. It was the Eucharist, and he
brought a lot of his family, family and friends, back to
that miracle before he died. Isn't that wonderful?

Could that happen again this evening, living water,
speaking up, leading you to Jesus this coming Sunday,
I hope so, because you're not children anymore.
Celebrating confirmation means you're an adult
Christian. It means you're a soldier for Christ. You
know how they symbolize that in the old rite of
confirmation, when a young person came forward, the
bishop would seal them up, and then what would he
do? You might remember, smack him on the cheek, not
really a smack, just a little love towel. That's a symbol.
You're a soldier. Now for Christ, you have to learn how
to take a hit and keep walking forward in faith. And
what our faith tells us is God wants us in his house.
Our mother, the Church says every Sunday, adult
Catholics should receive the Holy Eucharist. That's for
you. Now. What else does the Spirit do for us?

If baptism gives us living water, what does
confirmation give us? Oil? Excellent. That's the matter
of confirmation. And through that holy oil, what comes
down from heaven? What was the image we had in
today's second reading? They heard a loud, driving
wind. It's Mary and the apostles. They're praying just
like Jesus told them to do. And they look up and what's
coming down from heaven? The Holy Spirit. In what
form was the spirit? Fire? God. The Spirit is water in
our baptism. It is fire in our confirmation, and God
willing, a wildfire that helps us to share him with
others. That's what we believe about confirmation.
That's why we have today's second reading. We
believe it's Pentecost spread through time and space,

so that tonight, each of these young people will get
their own Pentecost the Spirit will come in power and
give them gifts so that they can do something for Jesus
tomorrow that they couldn't have done for him
yesterday, a life changing gift of the Spirit. But do you
believe that? Do you believe the spirit can still come in
power today and even tonight, change your life?

I have to admit, when I was your age, I don’t think
I believed. I certainly had faith like you have faith, or
I wouldn't have been confirmed, but I wasn't expecting
a life changing gift of the Spirit. But you want to know
what? That's exactly what happened to me when [ was
in eighth grade at St Mary's Church in Stillwater,
Minnesota, I just didn't realize it until about six or eight
years later, when I was now studying at Franciscan
University of Steubenville. 1 made a trip to
Washington, DC for the March for Life, and the event
finished with a beautiful mass in the national Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception. And I was sitting in that
basilica after mass. Thye told us that we had about a
half an hour before we had to get back on the bus. So
I said, “I think I'm just going to rest here sitting in the
pew right. I was minding my own business. But I sent
somebody was coming up on my right. Didn't think
much of it, and then he taps me on the shoulder, and I
looked at him. I recognized him. He was from the same
university. He was a grad student, but we had never
met. Then he said something very strange. He said, |
think God wants me to tell you that you have prophecy.
Do you know how I looked at him? A strange look.

In my family, we don't talk like that. We don't
approach strangers with those kind of revelations. I
was a little uncomfortable, and I think I said, thank you
very much. I didn't know what to do a prophet. What
does a prophet do?

Like the first reading Joel, for example, the prophet
speaks for God. He's God's mouthpiece, so his word
can enter into our world. I never, ever wanted to speak
for God. When I was your age, I had one dream, and |
had missal lock on that dream: to be married, to be a
doctor and to have 10 kids! Can you imagine that? My
dad's a doctor with nine kids. I think the plan was to
beat him by one kid. That was kind of my mom’s
competitive nature coming through. I never thought
about being a priest when I was your age. In fact, I was
terrified of public speaking ... to go in front of people,
especially my peers, and to speak to them. But this man
knew, when I was confirmed, God had put a power
within me, and I had no idea. And it was the power to
speak for God and to prophesy in his name. And now
I have the privilege of speaking in front of hundreds
and even 1000s of people the Word of God with no
fear, no fear. How could that happen unless God had
done something in me when I was your age. Could that



happen again tonight? It sure could I have no idea what
gift you're going to receive, but you will receive a gift,
and my one prayer for you tonight is that you don't be.
Like me, don't wait eight years to start unwrapping the
gift of the Holy Spirit that you're receiving tonight. Be
like little Carlo. Start opening that gift of the Spirit
now. Start practicing with those gifts. Start putting
those gifts at the service of this parish. Why? Because
the church needs your gifts now, and a sad world is
waiting for your Easter. Joy. Amen.

CONFIRMATION 2025
Congratulations to the following
candidates on receiving the Sacrament
of Confirmation this Sunday with

Bishop Williams:
Gisele Do Thinh Nguyen
Tony M Giang ThuyAn Nguyen
Isabella Hoang Tracy Nguyen
Julie Huynh Trina Nguyen
Kate Huynh Kaitlyn Pham
Nadaline Van Huynh Kaylena Pham

Joseph Robert Lamicella Eric Polando

Victoria Le Emily To
Celina Ngo Landon Tran
Long Ngo Tina Tran
Dennis Nguyen Eli Vu
Fiona Nguyen Thien Vu
John Nguyen

They have spent countless hours preparing for this
special step in their growing faith. Thank you to
Bishop Joseph Andrew Williams, catechists, retreat
leaders, families, and benefactors that these young
individuals have received as they prepared. May we
continue to pray for them, that they will open their
minds and hearts to the gifts of the Holy Spirit
throughout their lives. Congratulations!

ADVENT RETREAT FOR ADULTS
Advent retreat for Vietnamese adults will be on
December 12 and 13. And holy hours as Advent retreat
for American adults will be from 9.00-10.00AM in all
Fridays of Advent.

Tin Mirng Chia nhat 2 mua vong nam A

Mt 3, 1-12

Tin Mirng Chua Giésu Kito theo Thanh Matthéu.
Ngay ay, Gioan Tay Gia dén giang trong hoang dia
xu Giudéa rang: "Hiy an nan thong héi, vi nudc troi
gan dén". Chinh 6ng 12 ngudi ma Tién tri Isaia d3 tién
bao: "C6 tiéng kéu trong hoang dia rang: Hay don
duong Chua, hiy sira duong Chaa cho ngay thang".

Boi vi chinh Gioan mic 4o 16ng lac da, that lung
béng day da tha, an chau chiu va uéng mat ong rung.
Bay gi0 dan thanh Giérusalem, khap xur Giudéa va cac
mién 1an can séng Giodan tudn dén voi dng, tha tdi va
chiu phép rira do tay ong trong song Giodan.

Thay c6 mot s6 dong nguoi biét phai va van nhén
cling dén xin chiu phép rira, thi Gioan bao rang: "Hdi
noi ran ddc, ai bao cac nguoi trdn lanh con thinh nd
hong d6 xudng trén dau cic nguoi. Hay lam viéc lanh
cho xtg voi su théng hdi. Chd ty phu nghi ring: to
tién chung ta lIa Abraham. Vi ta bao cho cac nguoi hay:
Thién Chiia quyén ning c6 thé khién nhirng hon da tro
nén con cai Abraham. Pay cai riu di dé san dudi gbc
cdy. Cay nao khong sinh trai tét, s& phai chit di va bo
vao ltra. Phan t6i, t6i 14y nudc ma rira cac nguoi, dé
cac nguoi dugc 1ong sam héi; con Ding s& dén sau toi
c6 quyén ning hon t61 va to1 khong dang xach giay
Nguoi. Chinh Pang iy sé rua cac nguoi trong Chua
Thénh Than va lra. Ngai cim nia trong tay ma say lua
ctia Ngai, rdi thu lta vao kho, con rom thi dét di trong
lira khong hé tat". Tin Mirng Ciia Chiia.

Bai Giang L& Thém Sitc
cua Purc Giam Muc Giuse Williams

“Ai tin vao Ta, tir trong 10ng nguoi 4y sé chay ra
nhirg dong nuéc song.”

Céc ban tré than mén, day 1a 16i ciia Chiia trong bai
Tin Mung hdm nay theo thanh Gioan. Chtiia Giésu noéi
vé dong nudc hang séng tudn trao tir trong ching ta.
C6 1& hom nay t6i ¢6 thé bat ddu bang cach hoi cac ban
chuén bj lanh bi tich Thém Strc rang: C6 bao nhiéu ban
cam nhan dugc dong nude hang séng dang tudn trao
trong long minh?” Co6 1€ t6i s€ l1am cau hdi don gian
mot chut: Bao nhi€u ban trong s6 cac ban chuén bi
Thém Suc da dugc rira t6i? Gio tay 1én. (Va cac ban
t6t nhét 1a déu gio tay, néu khong thi s& gap rac rdi 16n,
hodc cha xir ctia cac ban sé& gap rac rdi 1on!)

Tét nhién, tit ca cac ban déu di chiu phép rira. Cac
ban phai dugc rua toi dé dugc Thém Stc. Trong chinh
ban van Tin Mung d6, Chaa Giésu ndi voi ching ta,
nudce hang song 1a gi? Do chinh 1a Chiia Thanh Than
ma ching ta da 1anh nhan khi chiu phép rua td1, va nod
tudn trao bén trong ching ta. Lam sao toi biét rang
nuée hang sdng do6 thuc su tudn chay trong nhing ban
tré nay, nhirng ngudi ma ching ta goi la cac tng vién
Thém Strc? Lam sao t6i co thé biét néu t6i chua ting
gap cac ban, boi vi cac ban c6 mat & day va cac ban
khong bit budc phai c6 mit & day. Khong ai bi ép budc
phai dugc Thém Suc. Day 1a mot lya chon. Diéu d6 c6
nghia la cac ban da thua xin vang véi Thién Chua, co
thé qua cha me hodc linh myc cia cac ban. Cac ban da
chap nhan 101 moi goi cuia ngudi nao do, va dé 1a mot



161 déng y v6i Chua Giésu va dé Chaa Thanh Than
hoat dong manh m¢ trong cac ban. Vi diéu d6 ma cha
cam on cac ban. Bay khong phai 1a mdt mén qua nho
khi cac ban tré ngay nay lua chon Thién Chua va cam
két séng voi quyét dinh do.

Lam sao nudc hang song tudn chay trong cac ban?
N6 khong chi chay hudng t6i bi tich Thém Strc mot 1an
trong doi, nhung chung ta ciing khong thé néi: n6 luu
thong mdi tuan vé phia bi tich Thanh Thé? Dbi véi
nhitng ban tré ndy, t6i mudn noéi rang s& khong cé téi
mot ngay Chu nhét nao trong doi cac ban ma Than Khi
Chua trong cac ban khong nhic bao cic ban dén nha
thd. Than Khi Chua s& khong bao gid nhéc bao cac ban
khong nhén 1iy banh ban su séng vao Ngay Chiia nhat.
Chung ta can nghe diéu d6, nhung co 18 sé& rat kho dé
nghe, vi nhiéu ngudi trong chiing ta ¢6 thé ciing khong
t6i nha Chua vao Ngay Chuia nhat. Co thé d6 khong
phai 1a théi quen trong gia dinh chiing ta, v6i cha me
hodc 6ng ba chiing ta. Piéu do6 co thé xay ra.

Nhung Than Khi ¢é nhitng cach néi trong ching ta
va n6i 1én cho Chua. Ching ta c6 thé thdy diéu nay &
mot sb vi thanh tuyét voi trong gido hoi cua chung ta.
T6i da co co hdi gdp mot trong sb ho cach day khoang
ba tuan tai Assisi, Y. Céc ban co nghe vé Assisi chua,
vi thanh vi dai nao dén tir Assisi? Vang. Thanh
Phanxic6 1a mgt trong nhiing vi thanh vi dai & Assisi.
D6 1a mdt cau hoi meo. Cha xin 13i vé diéu do. Tuy
nhién, d6 khong phai 1a vi thanh ma t6i dang nghi dén.
C6 mot vi thanh tré khac, rat vi dai, ndi tiéng trén toan
thé gidi, va ngai qua doi chi khi méi 15 tudi. Cac ban
c6 biét t6i dang ndi vé ai khong? Carlo Acutis. Mot
chang trai tré tuyét voi. Cac ban biét khong, cdu ay
khong c6 mot gia dinh Cong gido giit dao rat tét. Me
cdu 4y thira nhan rang ba chi timg dén nha thd khoang
ba lan trong sudt cudc séng gia dinh. Lan dau khi lap
gia dinh va 1an khéc 1a khi Carlo rira toi.

Nhung ho ¢6 mot ngudi bado mau ngudi Ba Lan, ba
da noi chuyén véi Carlo vé Chuia Giésu va vé phép la
ctia Thanh Thé ma chiing ta cir hanh vao cac ngay Cha
nhat, réng thuc sy chinh Chta Giésu hién dién trong Bi
Tich Thanh Thé, Thit, M4u, Linh Hon va Théan Tinh.
Céc con biét rang diéu d6 di khién cudn hut cau bé.
Cau 1a mot thién tai may tinh. Cau bat dau viét cac
trang web khi méi 11, 12 tudi va 1ap danh muyc tat ca
cac phép la Thanh Thé vi mudn gia dinh va ban bé cau
tin vao sy tuyét voi ndy, va khong chi tin, ma con séng
nhu Ngai dd sdng, boi vi cdu bé Carlo di khao khat
Bénh Truong Sinh. Cau khao khat Thanh Thé dén mirc
da xin duge rude 18 1an dau sém. O Y, theo tuc 1§, ai
1én 10 tudi méi duge rude 1€ 1an dau. Va cau bé Carlo,

du sdng trong mot gia dinh khong thuc hanh dao, da
noi: bay gio con d6i. Con mudn rudc 1& lan dau ngay
bay gid. Va cdu 1a ngudi tin hiru di truong thanh dén
ndi cha xt va giam muc di cho phép cau dugc rudc 18.
Cau da lam gi vé6i su cho phép d6? Cau da rude 18 lan
dau ctia minh, va rdi sau d6 thi sao?

Céu bé 4y dén nha thd mdi ngay, khong chi vao Chu
nhat, mi ngay céu khao khat Chua Giésu, vi cau ay
noi rang, cang rudc Minh Thanh Chua, ti cang trd nén
gidng Chua Giésu, va Ngai tré thanh Con duong 1én
Thién dang cua toi. Pidu d6 that tuyét voi phai khong?
O Assisi, chiing t6i dd dugc vao mot trong nhitng nha
nguyén nhoé ndy. Anh ay dén tir Milan, nhung gia dinh
anh éy di nghi ¢ Assisi. D6 1a m§t nha nguyén nho tai
trung tAm muc vu gido phan, noi me anh y thuong di
cung anh ay dén Thanh 18 hang ngay trong ky nghi hé.
That tuyét voi. Ching t6i con duge gip nguoi 18 tan
van con lam viéc & do, nguoi da biét anh éy va me anh
ay, va co ay ké véi chung t6i: Toi timg hoi me anh iy,
lam thé nao ma chi co thé khién con trai minh di nha
thd mdi ngay? Me anh dy di tra 10i gi? “Toi khong dwa
con di nha tho. Chinh con dua t61 di nha tho.” Do 1a
mot phép la. D6 1a nudc hang sdng trong Carlo, dan
dat khong chi ban than cau 4y ma ca gia dinh va nhiéu
ngudi ban cia cau ay tro vé voi Chiia. Va d6 1a nhiing
gi da xdy ra. Carlo da duogc chan doan méc bénh bach
cau cip tinh. Chi trong vong mdt tudn sau khi duoc
chan doan, anh ay da qua doi, nhung anh ay da di trén
con duong dan 1én thién dang. D6 1a Bi tich Thanh Thé,
va anh 4y d4 dua rat nhiéu thanh vién trong gia dinh va
ban be trd lai véi phép la do trudce khi qua doi. Ch'flng
phai diéu @6 that tuyét voi sao?

C6 thé diéu d6 xay ra mot 1an nita vao sang hom
nay, nuéc hiang sdng di bung 1én va dan cac ban dén
v6oi Chua Giésu vao Chu nhat hom nay, cha hy vong
nhu vay, vi cac ban khong con 1a tré con nira. Cir hanh
Bi Tich Thém Strc c6 nghia la cac ban da 1a nhirng Kito
hiru truéng thanh. Diéu d6 néi 1én rang cac ban nhiing
chién si cho Chua Kitd. Céc ban biét rang ching duoc
dién td mo cach tuong trung trong trong nghi 1& Thém
Strc cti, khi m§t nguoi tré tién 1én, giam muc s€ ban bi
tich thém sirc cho ho, rdi sau d6 ngai s& lam gi? Cac
ban c6 thé nhé, tat nhe vao ma, khong thuc su tat, chi
12 mot cai vd nhe yéu thuong. D6 12 mot biéu tugng.
Céc ban 1a nhitng chién si. By gio vi Chiia Kito, cac
ban phai hoc cach chiu don va tiép tuc tién vé phia
trude trong duc tin. Va dic tin cta chiing ta ndi véi
ching ta rang Chiia mudn ching ta ¢ trong nha Ngai.
Gi4o hoi, Me chung ta, n6éi mdi Chu nhat rﬁng nguoi
Cong gido truong thanh nén ruéc Thanh Thé. Diéu d6



cling danh cho cac ban. Bay gid, Than Khi con lam gi
cho chung ta ntra?

Néu bi tich Rira Toi mang dén cho chung ta nudc
hang séng, thi bi tich Thém Stc s& mang dén cho
chung ta diéu gi? Dau thanh u? Tuyét voi. D6 chinh 1a
chat liéu cta bi tich Thém Strc. Va qua dau thanh nay,
Chua s& ban cho chiing ta diu gi? Chung ta thiy duoc
hinh anh gi trong bai doc thtr hai hom nay? Ho nghe
thdy mot con gié manh, dir doi. D6 1a Dirc Maria va
cac tong d6. Ho dang ciu nguyén ding nhu Chua
Giésu da day. Va ho nhin 1én, va thdy gi dang tir troi
xudng? Chua Thanh Than. Than Khi xuit hién duéi
hinh thtrc nao? Lira? Dlng vay. Than Khi 1a nuéc trong
bi tich rua tdi. Con Itra thi ¢ trong bi tich Thém Suc, va
theo y Thién Chua mubn, mot ngon ltra dugc lan toa,
gitip chung ta dem Chua dén cho moi nguoi. P6 1a diéu
chiing ta tin nhan vé bi tich Thém Stc. D6 1a 1y do tai
sao chung ta c6 bai doc thir hai hom nay. Chung ta tin
rang d6 1a L& Hién Xudng duoc tai hién qua thoi gian
va khong gian; nho d6, hom nay, mdi ban tré trong sb
cac con s& nhan duoc Lé Hién Xuéng cua riéng minh;
Chuta Thanh Than s& dén v6i quyén ning va ban cho
cac ban cac on dé cac ban c6 thé lam diéu gi d6 cho
Chua Giésu vao ngay mai, ma hom qua cac ban chua
lam; d6 1a mot mén qua dugce bién d6i cudc doi tir Chua
Théanh Than. Nhung céc ban c6 tin diéu d6 khong? Cac
ban c6 tin rang Chaa Thanh Than vén c6 thé dén véi
quyén ning ngay hom nay va ngay ca sang hom nay,
dé thay ddi cudc doi cac ban khong?

T6i phai thira nhan, khi toi bang tudi cac ban bay
gi0, toi khong nghi 1a minh tin. Téi chic chan di c6
duc tin gidng nhu cac ban co duc tin, hoic 1a toi da
khong dugc thém strc, nhung t61 da khong mong doi
mot mén qua thay doi cude doi tir Chiia Thanh Than.
Nhung cic ban c6 muén biét khong? Mot cach chinh
xac 1a diéu da xay ra véi toi khi toi hoc 16p tdm tai Nha
tho Thanh Mary ¢ Stillwater, Minnesota, t61 da khong
nhanra diéu d6 cho dén khoang sau hoac tdm nam sau,
khi t61 dang hoc tai Dai hoc Franciscan ¢ Steubenville.
T6i dd c6 mot chuyén di dén Washington DC cho Cude
Diéu Hanh Vi Su Séng, va su kién két thuc véi mot
thanh 1& tuyét dep tai Vuong cung thanh dudng Pirc
Me V6 Nhiém Nguyén Toi. Va t6i dang ngdi trong nha
tho d6 sau thanh 18. Ho néi véi chung t6i rang ching
to1 con khoang ntra gio trude khi phai trd lai xe buyt.
Vi vay toi da noi, “Toi nghi t6i s& ngdi trén ghé va nghi
ngoi ¢ day.” To6i dang cham chu vao vi¢c cia minh, thi
thy co ai d6 di 1én tir bén phai toi. Toi khong nghi gi
nhiéu, réi ngudi d6 cham vao vai t6i, to6i nhin lai va
nhan ra anh ta; anh ta la nguo1 hoc cung truong dai hoc

v6i t61. Anh 4y 13 sinh vién sau dai hoc, nhung chung
t61 chwa tirng gip nhau. Roi anh 4y néi mot diéu rat ky
la. Anh 4y noi: T6i nghi Chua mudn t6i nodi véi ban
rang ban c6 kha ning tién tri. Cac ban c6 biét t6i nhin
anh 4y nhu thé nao khong? Mot anh nhin ky la.

Trong gia dinh t61, chiing t61 khong no6i chuyén nhu
vdy. Chung t6i khong tiép can nguoi la v6i nhing tiét
16 kiéu d6. Toi cam thay hoi boi rdi, va toi nghi minh
d3 n6i mot ciu, cam on ban rat nhiéu. Toi khong biét
phai lam gi véi mQt nha tién tri. Mgt nha tién tri thi lam
viéc gi?

Vi du nhu trong bai doc mdt, tién tri Isaiah ndi thay
cho Thién Chiia. Ong 1a miéng ludi cua Thién Chia,
nén 101 ctia dng co thé di vao thé gidi cia ching ta. Toi
chwa bao gio mudn noéi thay cho Thién Chua. Khi t6i
béng tudi cac ban, toi chi c6 mdt wéc mo duy nhét, va
toi cur gilr chat udc mo do: két hon, trd thanh bac si va
c¢6 10 dira con! Ban c6 thé tuong tuong khong? Bé toi
1a bac si va c6 chin dira con. Toi nghi dén ké hoach 1a
sinh nhiéu con hon bé t6i mot dtra. B6 1 ban tinh canh
tranh ctia me t61 dugc boc 19 ra. Toi chua ting nghi
minh s€ trd thanh linh muc khi con béng tudi cc ban.
Thuec té, toi rat so ndi trude cong ching... ding trude
moi nguoi, dac biét 1a nhiing nguoi cung trang lura, va
n6i chuyén véi ho. Nhung ngudi dan 6ng nay biét rang,
khi t61 duogc lanh nhan Bi Tich Thém Stre, Thién Chua
da ban cho ti sttc manh ma t6i hoan toan khong biét.
Va d6 1a sttc manh dé néi thay cho Thién Chua va noi
tién tri nhan danh Nguoi. Va bay gio toi dugc vinh du
no6i vé Loi Chua trude hang tram, tham chi hang ngan
ngudi ma khong so hai, khong so hai. Lam sao diéu d6
c6 thé xay ra néu Chua khong 1am mot diéu gi d6 trong
t6i khi t6i bang tudi cac ban. Liéu diéu dé c6 thé xay
ra mot 1an nita vao sang hom nay khong? Chic chén 1a
c6. Toi chang biét mon qua gi ban s& nhan dugc, nhung
ban s& nhan mot moén qua, va 10i cau nguyén duy nhat
ctia toi cho ban hom nay 1a ban ding gidng t6i, ding
chd tam nam sau dé bat dau mé mon qua Chua Thanh
Thén ma ban dang chuan bi nhan hom nay. Hay gidng
nhu cdu bé Carlo. Bit dau mé mén qua ctia Chua
Théanh Than ngay bay gio. Bat ddu thyc hanh véi
nhitng mén qua do. Bit ddu ding nhitng moén qua d6
dé phuc vu gidao xtr nay. Tai sao vay? Béi vi Gido hoi
can nhitng mén qua cua cac ban ngay tir bay gio, va
mot thé gigi budn dang chd niém vui Phuc sinh cua cac
ban. Amen.

Pirc Giam Muc Giuse Williams
Chuyén ngit, Lm Raymond Tran Thai Son, csf.
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